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Abstract. The Moldavian central plateau relief is abrupt and predominantly 
hilly, offering favourable conditions for people living since the most ancient times. In 
this area there has been assured continuity for inhabitants, which is more evident than 
in the low territories, favourable to migrants’ passing. In this part of Moldova the free 
peasants’ life has been felt to the full, with traces of ancient habiting in abundance, to 
the most difficult accessible points within the plateau. The central Moldavian plateau 
is an ethnic and cultural traditional establishment which falls entirely ethno-cultural of 
Moldova and of the whole territory inhabited by Romanians, but it is remarkable and 
elaborate-cultural and economic nuance of the geographical natural sub-units.  

Key words: Central Moldavian Plateau, socio-demographic characteristics, 
rural localities, distribution on rural population on localities 

 
Rezumat. Podişul Central Moldovenesc are relieful accidentat şi predominant 

deluros, oferind oamenilor condiţii favorabile de trai din cele mai vechi timpuri. În 
această zonă s-a asigurat o continuitate pentru locuitori, care este mai evidentă decât 
în teritoriile joase, deschise, favorabile trecerii migratorilor. În această parte a 
Moldovei răzăşia ţăranilor liberi s-a simţit din plin, urme de locuire străveche 
găsindu-se din abundenţă, până în cele mai greu accesibile puncte din interiorul 
podişului. Podişul Central Moldovenesc prezintă o unitate etnică şi culturală 
tradiţională ce se încadrează în ansamblul etnocultural al Moldovei şi al întregului 
teritoriu locuit de români, dar se remarcă şi o nuanţare etno-culturală şi economică 
pe subunităţile geografice naturale.  

Cuvinte cheie: Podişul Central Moldovenesc, caracteristici socio-
demografice, localităţi rurale, distribuţia populaţiei rurale pe localităţi 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
For gathering information on the identification of the main socio-demographic 

characteristics of the central Moldavian plateau, there have been consulted 
documents with the existing statistical character at the Statistics County Directions of 
the four counties (Iasi, Vaslui, Bacau and Neamt), the official data available at the 
General Departments of Agriculture and Rural Development, the County Offices of 
Consultancy, chambers of commerce and industry, County Agencies of Employment, 
etc.  

Of the procedures used in data collection, we remember: the questionnaire, the 
interview, direct data extraction and processing there were used: comparison, indexes 
and indicators specific analysis, monograph, etc.  
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
The network of settlements is highly conditioned by the relief 

characteristics and their kind, the types of towns and households reflect the 
long process of grubbing for the lands necessary for the agrarian economy. 
Thus, along the main valleys of Prut and Barlad rivers there are settlements 
on the terrace. 

In Barlad Plateau and thus implicitly in a central Moldavian, predominate 
the villages small (less than 1000 residents) which are numerous, most villages 
having less than 800 inhabitants. The presence of small localities is connected to 
the way of the fragmentary relief, lifted by sources of water, the possibilities of 
setting up large domains. The vast majority of localities have dominant 
agricultural economic functions and only some of them are agri-industrial 
(Raducaneni, Ciocanesti). In more important localities, small towns or centres of 
polarization, there are also present other functions: local commerce, craft, 
industry.  

The cereal, vine and stockfarming villages are located in north-east 
(between Raducaneni and Husi). In South-West of central Moldavian Plateau, 
the localities have a cereal profile, production and livestock farming (north of 
Raducaneni).  

The Central Moldavian Plateau has in its component 68 communes and 3 
urban centers (Vaslui, Husi, Negresti) related to Vaslui, Iasi, Bacau and Neamt 
counties thus: 26 the common in Iasi, 28 Vaslui county, and 7 communes in 
Neamt and Bacau counties.  

The last census in 2002, in comparison with the previous census, the 
population of the Central Moldavian Plateau increased by 7.3%. The data analysis 
shows that in urban areas there has been registered an increase of more than 40% 
(especially through the development of Vaslui city), in the rural, although the natural 
accession is high (over 20%), the population dropped by moving to cities from the 
area or in other regions with shortage of labour.  

The rural population has dropped in the pre-town areas of Vaslui and 
Negresti and especially in the those that are to become cities (Raducaneni, 
Codaiesti). In some areas of the West or central Moldavian Plateau the birth rate 
is maintained around 30%, and in eastern or central Moldavian Plateau around 
20%. The population density varies between 50 and 70 inh/ km2.  

We consider that the Central Moldavian Plateau constitutes a reservoir of 
labour, in which young people is the most numerous group.  

The mobility balance presents a negative migratory balance of the largest in 
the country. The most intense definitive departures (over 30% of the inhabitants of 
this territory) occurred especially in the south-west of Central Moldavian Plateau 
and with more moderate values in places with more developed agriculture in the 
east and south-eastern of Central Moldavian Plateau (with orchards and vineyards) 
and the valleys with vegetable crops. Most of those who left work in industry and 
constructions. 
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The oscillations of labour within the territory are especially towards Vaslui 
and only a small part to Iasi.  

Urban population ratio is below the average of the country and is more than 
32% in the south of Central Moldavian Plateau, where there are 3 of the 6 cities 
(Vaslui, Husi and Negresti).  

The extent and pace of the territorial mobility of people have led to a steady 
reduction in the demographic size of the villages of the Central Moldavian Plateau, 
in parallel with their tendency to focus (table 1). 

 
Table 1 

Distribution of communes and population at the level of the  
Central Moldavian Plateau 

 
Number of 
inhabitants 

Number of communes Number of inhabitants 
Absolute Relative Absolute Relative 

Under 1000 0 0,0 0 0,0 
1000-1999 5 7,4 9284 3,8 
2000-4999 49 72,1 173095 70,2 
5000-9999 13 19,1 52161 21,2 
10000 and over 1 1,5 11899 4,8 
TOTAL 68 100,0 246439 100,0 

 
The number of communes in the Central Moldavian Plateau is 68. We 

found a concentration on section 2000-4999 of inhabitants of a number of 49 
communes (72.1% of the total, with a number of 173095 inhabitants and a 
proportion of 70.2% of the total number of inhabitants.  

It is found that the national there are approximately the same level of 
indicators mentioned above.  

 
Table 2 

The distribution of communes and population from Romania 2006 
 

Number of 
inhabitants 

Number of communes Number of inhabitants 
Absolute Relative  Absolute 

Under 1000 68 2,4 50321 0,5 
1000-1999 568 19,9 899130 9,3 
2000-4999 1769 62,0 5735237 59,3 
5000-9999 428 15,0 2654269 28,5 
10000 and over 21 0,7 231470 2,4 
TOTAL 2854 100 9670427 100,0 

 
In a period of 40 years there constantly dropped the proportion of rural 

communities and obviously the population related to them that the range of up to 
5000 inhabitants, therefore, increased degree of concentration of rural settlements 
with over 5000 inhabitants and to those with more than 10000 people. Consistent 
growth is noticed essentially the communities within the range of the assembly 
from 5000 to 9999 inhabitants.  
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The concentration process of rural communities and implicitly the 
population growth which generally returns to a settlement showing differences at 
provincial level. In this respect there has been operated a group with small 
intervals of the population in rural areas, according to data from Census in 1992.  

The concentrating of the rural population within the range with values of 
over 5000 inhabitants has more results in the counties of Iasi and Neamţ than in 
Vaslui and Bacau counties.  

The total rural population of the Central Moldavian Plateau at the census of 
2002 was of 246439 inhabitants. The population density of the Central Moldavian 
Plateau varied between 50 and 70 inhabitants/km2. The birth rate in the area is in 
average of 30%, but due to the negative migratory balance sheet the population 
growth is slow.  

In the rural areas more than half of the active population is represented by 
the social status of employees, and almost 20% is composed of workers on their 
own, characterizing mainly the category of private farmers (table 3). 

The share of the professional status of members of farming associations is 
only 0.23% and the family workers in households are 25%. In rural communities 
owners effective in the area of Central Moldavian Plateau is an average of 2%, 
what is a negligible share in the conditions under which we expect to restore a 
functioning market economy. 

 
Table 3 

Distribution of rural population occupied according to the  
professional status in 2002 

 

County 

Occupied 
population Professional status 

N % Employees 
Patrons, 
private 

business-
men 

Free lancers 

Members 
of 

agricultural 
association

s 

Workers in 
family 

households 
Other 

situation Indecided 

N % N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Vaslui 163218 100.0 77060 47.2 2603 1.6 33402 20.5 881 0.5 48394 29.6 878 0.5 0 0.0 
Bacău 308149 100.0 166819 54.1 5433 1.8 54346 17.6 121 0.0 77797 25.2 3633 1.2 0 0.0 
Iaşi 306581 100.0 180226 58.8 4812 1.6 62060 20.2 797 0.3 56615 18.5 2068 0.7 3 0.0 
Neamţ 191450 100.0 114040 59.6 5404 2.8 19550 10.2 169 0.1 51651 27.0 636 0.3 0 0.0 
PCM 969398 100 538145 55 18252 2 169358 17 1968 0,23 234457 25 7215 0,675 3 0 

 
According to the share of the active rural population with professional 

status of workers on their own, microzonele can be ranked as follows: Vaslui, 
Iasi, Bacau, Neamt.  

The proportion of active population of rural area which is occupied in 
agriculture present differences between the micro-zones and are determined by 
the total effect of the population of peasant communities, the degree of socio-
economic development of the micro-zone (fig. 1).  
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Fig. 1. Distribution of rural population occupied according to the professional status in 2002 
 
 

The smallest stocking density (less than 80 inhabitants/km2) are in the 
communes with reduced arable areas, forested region of the Central Moldavian 
Plateau (Schitu Duca, Dobrovat, Madarjac).  

 
Table 4 

Situation of labour force on localities that belong to the  
Central Moldavian Plateau 

 

Nr. 
crt County 

Total 
population 

Employees - 
total 

Employees in 
agriculture 

Employees in 
industry 

Employees in 
other branches 

Nr. Relative Nr. Relative Nr. Relative Nr. Relative Nr. Relative 
1 Vaslui 215814 54,67 35312 16,36 995 2,82 16168 45,79 18149 51,40 
2 Bacău 22587 5,72 2465 10,91 383 15,54 278 11,28 1808 73,35 
3 Iaşi 124604 31,56 5723 4,59 319 5,57 135 2,36 5269 92,07 
4 Neamţ 31753 8,04 970 3,05 73 7,53 126 12,99 771 79,48 
 TOTAL 394758 100,00 44470 11,27 1770 3,98 16707 37,57 25997 58,46 

 
The total population (rural and urban) of the Central Moldavian Plateau is 

the papers of individual localities of 394758 inhabitants. The structure of counties 
population of Central Moldavian Plateau shows us that the share is held by Vaslui 
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county with 54.67%, Bacau county has lowest population with 5.72%. Of the total 
population Vaslui county 16.36% are employees. Compared with other counties, 
it has the highest share due to the fact that Vaslui county is the only one with 
urban population of the 4 constituent of the Central Moldavian Plateau (table 4.).  

Regarding the number of employed in agriculture, the highest level is 
recorded in Bacau county with 15.54% and the lowest in Vaslui county with 
2.28%, due to higher level drainage.  

CONCLUSIONS 
From the population analysis of The Central Moldavian Plateau we found 

the following characteristics: 
• increasing mobility of permanent population of rural communities;  
• dropping of the natural level of the population rate determined by general 

and child mortality;  
• change of reproductive behaviour of the rural population; 
• reduce of  average value of life hope indicator;  
• steadily reduced condition of family dissolution;  
• constant remaining or enlarging discrepancy in the educational level of 

rural population, compared with urban population  
• the tendency to return to the occupation of farmer at the young 

population. 
In rural communities there have appeared and is developing a variety of 

types of social-economic households and families, according to sources of origin 
and volume of income, of education and the status of professional and their 
descendants.  

The demographic restriction of rural family, and stabilizing the type of a 
single nucleus is the consequence of lifting the cultural educational level and the 
intensifying professional mobility.  
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